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Preparatory Committee
The Association for the Verification of Inhuman Conduct by Researchers and
Healthcare Professionals during the War

Dear colleagues,

Your efforts to bring appropriate attention to the mistreatment of human subjects by
biowarfare scientists in the World War Il period are worthy of great admiration.

For many decades after the conclusion of hostilities, the abuses of that era seemed to be
locked into the past. After the revelations of the crimes of the Nazi scientists by the
Nuremberg Doctors Trial, international codes of conduct were developed and adopted for
experiments with human subjects. A period of complacency ensued.

Very recently, evidence has appeared that suggests that prisoners held by my government
in its “War on Terror” may have been subjected to inhumane experimentation by
scientists seeking to refine interrogation techniques®. As in the 1930s and 1940s, these
alleged abuses were excused by concerns over national security. If these reports are true,
they show that the lessons that all countries should have learned from the record of
inhumane research practices of 80 years ago still have not been absorbed and that the
threat has not gone away.

As painful as it may be to deal candidly with these unpleasant facts, we have much more
to lose by failing to confront the abuses and to dedicate ourselves to prevent their
recurrence. We owe nothing less to both those who have suffered and those who may in
the future be vulnerable. | salute your initiative and hope to see comparable efforts in my
own country.

Sincerely,
00640

! Physicians for Human Rights: Aiding Torture: Health Professionals’ Ethics and Human Rights Violations
Revealed in the May 2004 CIA Inspector General’s Report. Boston: Physicians for Human Rights, August
2009. See also Ed Pilkington, “CIA doctors face human experimentation claims.” London: The Guardian,
Sept. 2, 2009.
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