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Abstract

It is probably no exaggeration to say that the history of Japan in the early 20th century is a history of war. During
the Fifteen Years' War ending August 15, 1945, in the final years under general mobilization, Japanese learning,
science and technology and most scholars, scientists and engineers, as professionals, were mobilized for the war.
Medical doctors and physicians were no exception, and some of them committed medical war crimes. It has long
been considered taboo in the Japanese medical community to disclose or bring this matter to light and learn
lessons from it. In the 21st century, some cooperative research activity has begun to overcome this problem. This
cooperative activity has 1) ascertained Japanese medical crimes during the Fifteen Years War and their relation
to the Japanese medical community. Based on this, 2) the author clarifies the question of what was the war
responsibility of the Japanese medical community and 3) describes when and how the USA, Japanese government
and medical community dealt with medical crimes after the war. 4) Finally, the article discusses the significance of

and further approaches to earnestly addressing the unsolved issue of medical war responsibility.
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